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nected the idea of legitimacy with their feeling for a dynasty.
We already find tendencies in this direction in the time of
the families of Constantine and of Theodosius the Great.
But the idea of legitimacy grew especially strong with the
advent of the Macedonian dynasty. The Porphyrogeniti^ that
is to say the children of the reigning sovereign "who were born
in the Porphyry Chamber of the palace, were regarded more
and more as the legitimate successors to the throne. Finally,
the succession could be bestowed upon one of the imperial
issue simply by the expression of the ruler's desire and
without being preceded by a coronation. If the Emperor was
under age or lacked the necessary qualities of a Commander-
in-chief, in the interests of the Empire the way out was
found by granting the ruling power to a 'co-Emperor*—the
government would then be carried on by him alone or a
council of Regency might be appointed; during this time
the rights of the legitimate successor to the throne were to be
protected.  It was certainly a popular step when such a ruler
through marriage with an Emperor's widow or with an
Emperor's daughter acquired a kind of claim to legitimacy.
Loyalty to dynastic succession even brought women to the
throne; this happened with the Princesses Zoeand Theodora
(1042); their joint rule was the sole instance of a division of
the supreme power. When Zoe in the same year took Con-
stantine Monomachus for her third husband, the interlude of
female government was ended; but it was revived for a short
time after Constantine's death when Theodora was the only
sovereign.   This brings to mind the Empress Irene, who
transformed the guardianship of her son into a personal
sovereignty. That personal sovereignty met ^with no opposi-
tion, but the anomaly was expressed in the official titulary
where Irene appeared as 'the Emperor' (Basileus).   Such
cases remained exceptions.
When an Emperor was once on the throne, there was no
constitutional way of deposing him. If, however, his rule
gave reasonable ground for discontent, recourse was had to
the last resort of the subject, i.e. revolution, an expedient
which was indeed at times abused. A new Emperor was
proclaimed. If the coup failed, he met with the shameful
death of a usurper; if it succeeded, his victory was the sign

